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Toward a N ew L angu age of
L and s c ape

• L os A ngeles C ou nty: M ed iterranean C limate

• C limate c hange impac ts willmean mu c hles s
s table waterregime and potentiallongperiod s of
arid ity

• W aterd elivery and d is tribu tion s ys tems c u rrently
very c omplex and rely on ou ts id e imports +
importantgrou nd waterbas ins

• O u td oorwateru s e is s till50 % +ofres id ential
wateru s e



Figure 1. Potable water governance in Los Angeles County. Larger versions of all the figures can be found on our website
at http://sustainablecommunities.environment.ucla.edu/.
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A S oc ially C ons tru c ted W aterS ys tem

• Relies on a c omplex thic ketofins titu tions

• Relies on imported water

• H as c reated a new hyd rology ofpipes , c ementc hannels ,
treatmentplants , pu mpingplants , impermeable s u rfac es

• A ffec ts ec ologies nearand far

• Humans are the livingorganis ms thatare regu lating faroff
and nearec ologies and d etermining the availability oflife-
s u s tainingres ou rc es ofwater

L and s c apingc an greatly affec tfu tu re ofwaterin the
region



W aterUs e

•S anta C ru z: 49 gpd

•L ongB eac h: 56 gpd

•L os A ngeles : 97 gpd

•The region c an d o better



O u rL and s c apes

•H eritage ofabu nd antwater

•Importation ofexotic plants

•Ric h, lu s hlookwithlawns

•C limate appropriate land s c apes wou ld
reflec tthe region we live in.




