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Amanda Daams is a partner in Best Best & Krieger LLP’s Environmental

Law & Natural Resources practice group. She assists clients on all

issues related to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and associated environmental

laws. She takes a pragmatic approach to solving difficult land use issues

and advising clients on CEQA, NEPA, the Planning and Zoning Law,

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act, Subdivision Map Act and related

laws.

Amanda has significant experience working with both clients and

consultants on various environmental documents, including

environmental impact reports, negative declarations and addendums, as

well as assisting clients with CEQA exemption determinations. She has

reviewed and advised on hundreds of environmental documents,

including those related to general plan updates, large scale specific

plans, residential, commercial, mixed use, industrial and transportation

projects, as well as mining projects across California. She also advises

on cultural resources issues (including obtaining permits for a federally

recognized Native American Tribe) and environmental justice concerns.

Amanda assists clients with the public review process, including

assisting public agencies with resolutions and ordinances regarding both

CEQA compliance and necessary land use findings. She advises on

issues pertaining to the Public Records Act and has successfully

defended project approvals in court.

 

Amanda also guides clients through the regulatory approval process and

in their pursuit of local, state and federal permits, including permits from

the United State Fish and Wildlife Service, California Department of Fish

and Wildlife, and the Army Corps of Engineers. She assists clients with

the LAFCO process as well as represents clients before airport land use

commissions.

Amanda is very active in the Association of Environmental Professionals,

serving as the Chapter Director for the Inland Empire Chapter and

planning CEQA workshops. She is also a graduate of Leadership

Riverside, a program to develop the next generation of leaders by the

Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce.

She grew up in Riverside and enjoys college football, baking and trips to the zoo with her family. 
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Association of Environmental Professionals, chapter director, 2010 - present

Riverside County Barristers Association, secretary (2011-2012), president (2012-2013), December 2009 - present

California Construction and Industrial Materials Association, 2010-2016

Women in Mining, 2014-2016

CREW - Commercial Real Estate Women, 2015-2016

Presentations

"What’s New in CEQA Review: Key Updates and Practical Strategies," California Special Districts Association Annual

Conference, Aug. 25, 2026

"Housing Approvals and Density Mandates," League of California Cities City Attorneys Spring Conference, May 13,

2026

"What's New in Subsequent Review," Association of Environmental Professionals State Conference, April 7, 2025

"What’s New in Subsequent Review," American Planning Association California Conference, Sept. 29, 2024

"How to Write an EIR," Association of Environmental Professionals Webinar, Aug. 15, 2024

"2024 CEQA Update," Association of Environmental Professionals State Conference, March 27, 2024

"Navigating California's Affordable Housing Maze: From Laws to Lumber," Association of Environmental Professionals

State Conference, March 25, 2024

"Make Some Noise about Noise Analysis," Association of Environmental Professionals State Conference, March 24,

2024

"Plan Check for Planners Series: Know the Codes / PSA and CEQA," American Planning Association Inland Empire,

Nov. 16, 2023

"Is Evacuation Planning Giving CPR to LOS in CEQA?" American Planning Association, California Chapter California

Conference, Sept. 17, 2023

"Housing Regulations Trivia Game," American Planning Association California Conference, Oct. 3, 2022 

"CEQA Update," City Attorney Association of San Diego Spring Retreat, March 24, 2022

"CEQA 102: A Step-by Step Approach," CSDA Virtual Workshop, California Special Districts Association, March 10,

2021

"Planning for Justice: Achieving Environmental Justice Through Long Range Planning," Association of Environmental

Professionals Virtual Conference, Nov. 9, 2020

"Advanced CEQA Workshop," Workshop, Association of Environmental Professionals – Inland, March 4, 2020

Introduction & Intermediate-Level Training Workshop: Inland Empire, 2019 AEP CEQA Essentials Workshop,

California Association of Environmental Professionals, Nov. 12, 2019

"Update on the California Environmental Quality Act: What’s New for 2018," BB&K What’s New in Environmental and

Special Districts Law Webinar Series, March 6, 2018
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